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of the Rebuild L.A. Committee, and Daryl
F. Gates, chief of police for the city of Los
Angeles. The news conference followed a
ceremony in which President Bush and
President Kravchuk signed the Agreement on
Trade Relations Between the United States

and Ukraine; the United States-Ukraine
Overseas Private Investment Corporation
Agreement; and the Agreement Establishing
a Peace Corps Program Between the United
States and Ukraine.

Joint Declaration With President Leonid Kravchuk of Ukraine
May 6, 1992

DECLARATION ON U.S.-UKRAINIAN
RELATIONS AND THE BUILDING OF A
DEMOCRATIC PARTNERSHIP

Today’s talks mark a historic step in the
development of relations between our two
great nations. For the first time, an Amer-
ican President has met with the freely-elect-
ed President of a sovereign Ukraine. The
Ukrainian people are now building their
own state, one whose independence and
commitment to democracy can make a vital
contribution to the creation of a new Eu-
rope truly whole and free. The United
States places special importance on the con-
solidation of Ukraine’s democracy and inde-
pendence. Toward this end, we are agreed
that we must work together as friends and
partners for the mutual benefit of both our
peoples, and in the interests of international
peace and stability.

Politically, we will strive to protect and
promote the values that bind us together
in the democratic community of nations, in-
cluding free and fair elections, freedom of
emigration, the rule of law, and respect for
human rights, including the rights of all mi-
norities, regardless of their nationalities and
beliefs. The United States takes special note
of Ukraine’s commitment to establish its
independence in full accordance with these
principles, and its efforts to build a just and
stable society where fundamental freedoms
of all peoples are guaranteed.

Economically, we will work to advance
the values of economic freedom without
which democracy and prosperity cannot
flourish. Ukraine will accelerate efforts to
move toward a market economy through ap-
propriate macroeconomic stabilization poli-
cies and structural/microeconomic reforms

to promote recovery, market development,
and growth. The U.S., through its technical
assistance programs in areas like defense
conversion and food distribution, will help
Ukraine in these efforts and encourage the
international community to do likewise. To-
gether, we will take steps to promote free
trade, investment, and economic coopera-
tion between our two countries and peoples,
as well as within the world economy at
large. A critical feature of this cooperation
will be a special effort by Ukraine to lower
barriers to trade and investment in order
to allow greater access for American firms.
Ukraine and the United States will establish
joint business development committees to
achieve this objective and build a founda-
tion for expanded commerce. We have con-
cluded a trade agreement which will confer
Most Favored Nation tariff treatment on
Ukraine, and an OPIC agreement to make
available investment insurance for American
firms investing in Ukraine. We have also
agreed to expedite negotiations on bilateral
investment and tax treaties that will further
promote private trade and investment, as
well as on cooperation in shipping and civil
aviation.

In the area of security, the United States
and Ukraine will cooperate to promote a
democratic peace across Europe. We are
agreed that international security can no
longer be achieved through the efforts of
individual states to acquire ever increasing
amounts of weaponry. Rather, security must
be based on reduced levels of armaments
among all nations, and on a multilateral
commitment to uphold shared principles,
especially democracy, the inviolability of
borders and territorial integrity, and peace-
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ful resolution of disputes. Working together
in multilateral institutions like CSCE and
the North Atlantic Cooperation Council will
be an important means of promoting these
goals and values throughout the new Eu-
rope. Also important will be the develop-
ment of a regular bilateral dialogue on ques-
tions of peace and security that would ad-
dress questions of common interest. We will
use bilateral military and defense contacts
to provide advice and assistance in the de-
velopment of civil-military institutions.

As a matter of special urgency and con-
cern, we also will work actively to prevent
the proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction and associated technologies. In
this regard, the United States applauds
Ukraine’s leadership, manifested in its
agreement to ratify and implement the
START and CFE treaties, and its commit-
ment to renounce nuclear weapons and join
the Non-Proliferation Treaty as a non-nu-
clear weapons state at the earliest possible
time. Consistent with these commitments,
Ukraine reaffirms its decision to complete
the removal of all tactical nuclear weapons
from its territory by July 1, 1992, and all
remaining nuclear weapons in accordance
with her relevant agreements and during
the seven-year period of time as provided
by the START Treaty and in the context
of the statement of the Verhovna Rada on
the nuclear status of Ukraine. The United
States will assist Ukraine in these efforts by

utilizing a portion of the $400 million ap-
propriated by the U.S. Congress. The U.S.
will also allocate part of this $400 million
for the establishment of an International
Science and Technology Center in Ukraine.
This Center will help former weapons sci-
entists and engineers in developing long-
term civilian career opportunities that will
strengthen Ukraine’s scientific research and
development capacity. In addition, the
United States will continue its support of
Ukrainian and international efforts aimed at
minimizing the tragic aftermath of the
Chernobyl catastrophe.

By agreeing to cooperate to advance these
common political, economic, and security
interests, the United States and independ-
ent Ukraine have laid the foundation for
a strong and special partnership. For while
relations between our governments may be
new, the ties that connect our peoples are
deep and long standing. We will seek to
broaden these contacts through expanded
people-to-people exchange programs such
as the Peace Corps agreement we have
signed to provide Ukraine with assistance
in small business development and other
areas, such as education. Working together
and with others who share our principles,
we will expand this partnership in pursuit
of an enduring, democratic peace that can
fulfill the aspirations of our two nations and
the entire world.

Teleconference Remarks to the American Newspaper Publishers
Association
May 6, 1992

The President. Thank you, Bob, and thank
all of you for that warm welcome. And I’d
like to say hello to Cathy Black there, the
ANPA CEO and president. I want to con-
gratulate your incoming chairman, an old
friend, Frank Bennack, who takes the gavel
for the ANPA and the new NAA. And it’s
good to be with all of you again, this time
via satellite.

Please excuse the slight delay here. I’ve
just come from a longer than expected press

conference with President Kravchuk of
Ukraine. And incidentally, that was an im-
portant meeting we had, and I think it went
very well indeed. The relationship between
the United States and Ukraine is a develop-
ing one, and it is a very important one. And
I will be seeing him again in a couple of
hours. But that’s why I was a little late here.

Before taking your questions, let me just
give you a brief update on events in Los
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